Trumpet Cleaning and Maintenance
Every 4 to 6 weeks!
How to wash your horn:

1. Fill a bathtub or large sink with warm water.

2. Pour in a bit of lemon dish soap, such as Joy.

3. Place a large towel on the bottom of the tub or sink.

4. Completely disassemble your trumpet:

a. Valves (set these aside, not in tub)

b. Slides 

c. Valve caps

5. Place all the parts in the tub and let them soak for 10 to 20 minutes.

6. Take your trumpet snake, put a bit of soap on the end of it, and run it through all the pipes:

a. Leadpipe

b. Tuning slide

c. 2nd and 3rd valve slide

d. Trumpet bell

***DO NOT RUN THE SNAKE THROUGH THE VALVE CASING.  

7. Use a valve brush and flush out the casings.

8. Rinse each part and set it on another towel in a safe place.

9. Let the horn completely air dry.  This usually takes 2 to 4 hours.

Valves:

1. Take off the finger buttons, the upper casing screw and remove the pads.

2. Set the valve (without the finger button or the pad) into the tub.

3. Use a soft toothbrush to scrub off the outside of the valve.

4. Rinse, reassemble and let dry completely.

Re-assembly:

1. Once the horn is dry, you can begin reassembling the horn.

2. Grease the tuning slide, 1st and 3rd valve slides.

3. Oil the valve casing to flush out any debris remaining.

4. Oil each valve over a towel.  Use oil to coat the entire lower surface of the valve.

5. Reassemble and play.  If the valves stick a bit, re-oil as needed.

